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1808, invaded Spain with a great force and after four weeks
victoriously entered Madrid? That had renewed everyone's faith
in his destiny. Yet the fact could not be overlooked that these
successes seemed greater than they really were, and that the
unceasing guerilla warfare, in spite of all the Emperor's victories,
remained a festering sore on the body of his Empire. The Great
Man in Paris was himself well aware that with every difficulty
he encountered in the south, the old enemies, particularly those
on the Danube, would become more aggressive and sooner or later
hostilities would break out afresh. On the 15th of January, 1809,
Napoleon wrote that he had returned to Paris and would like to
know how far, in the event of war, he could rely upon King Max
Joseph. He wrote as though it were merely a matter of protecting
Max Joseph's frontiers and hoped for 40,000 Bavarian troops.

Crown Prince Ludwig heard of this suggestion and was
extremely depressed. To 'make an end of German (Teutsche)
servitude to France, to be the first Prince in the Rhine Confedera-
tion to take the field against Napoleon',1 was his most ardent
wish. 'I am ambitious/ wrote the Crown Prince, 'yes, I am
ambitious for the greatest possible achievement, which is to
deliver Germany and Europe, to conquer Napoleon.'

The real position was very different. Bavaria's King prepared
to obey Napoleon's commands and to mobilize the required troops.
It was obvious that there could no longer be agreement or con-
fidence between Max Joseph and the Crown Prince. Ludwig
spared his father in his public speeches, but he did not hide his
dissatisfaction with the King's Ministers. He realized that he
was helpless and that he also would have to draw his sword against
Austria. Perhaps, however, in the course of events a favourable
opportunity would arise for getting the power into his own hands
and changing the entire course of his father's policy. One of his
confidants, who had kept in touch with the Austrian Minister,
gave the latter to understand as much, and let it be thought that
it came from the Crown Prince himself.2

Ludwig asked to be given supreme command of the Bavarian
troops, but here he immediately met with difficulties and his
request would only have been agreed to if he had had a French-
man as Chief of the General Staff. To be so unequally yoked
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1809.   Vienna St.A.